Reduced urinary epidermal growth factor levels in Snell dwarf mutant mice.
Because of findings implicating thyroid and growth hormones in the regulation of urinary EGF concentration, we determined urine and kidney EGF concentrations and relative kidney weights in both sexes of 8 weeks old dwarf mutant mice of the Snell strain and their normal littermates. Both male and female dwarfs had subnormal urine and kidney EGF concentrations. A female greater than male sex difference in both concentrations was present in the normal mice, but not in the dwarfs. The male greater than female sex difference in relative kidney weight, which has been demonstrated in normal mice of the Swiss-Webster strain, was not present in the normal or dwarf Snell mice.